| & THE OLD BETHEL CONGREGA—

- jehurch building.

"|'the digtance tb the place of worghip

© and the followings of - the divisiop |5
- that look place in 1833.

o .congregational _records extent

prior to 1840, at which time the

o Rey. James Wallace became pastor‘

X groves

" heir brethren and .received a. uew
- organization,
" |the separation was & dlﬁ’erence of

~ pation were Samuel Tittle, Alexan-

'-'__:J as, Pinley, . o .
o commg‘ the. coqgrega’umn numbered ;
L “6ver one hundred mienibers, .

worshipped In prwate houses, -aehiool

< ' pame year, the firgt church building
“ was erected on what was then known

| K ’Flnley . This building was nccupled
- uptil it was deatroyed by fire eightJl..

R { erected by great sacrifice: on the park
" | of the people, for those were streni- .

| the heavy timbers of the .roof the
» scaﬁ‘oldmg gave way and Sam’l - J.
| Rodgers, » member- of the congregu- ‘
" | tion, was severely : meed

| tors  bave, problanmud the gospel
frow it8 saeled sk, Wlhhm its
| walls the people Lave ga.theted a

TION..

Thls congregation . an oﬂ ghooti |

- from the first Covenanter congrega-
tion organized. in Sonthern 1llinois.’ proelamamon of -the tyuths he is held |
" now known as the Bethel congrega-,
~fion,

The parent congregation was,
“orgenized - by the Rev. Samuel
Wylie in June 1821. -

‘1n 1832 the Hill Pralne hranch of

Oné of the causes of
opinion as to the location of a new

.- Other cauges were

There are

- The original elderﬂ'ﬂf the congre-
der Hdgar, Thomas ﬁ.rmour an'.i

Wn;hm 4 year. after Mr Wallace 8

~Previous to this. time- they had

houses, barns and some. times in the |
open air. ~Sbortly after. Mr. Wal- |
lace’s aetﬂement ppbably in the

Faithful in labors -and femless in

‘members of the. copgregation.’
though I has long since gone 40 his]
heayenly reward, the seed sown by
him ig etill bringing forth fruit,
ﬂﬂ]e congregation sepemted from |-
Grillespie was ordained and installed - T
pastor. . '
with the. congregalion hy with d_raw.—~
ing from * the communion of LheE
church the following yesr
Gillespie 15 given the honor of or-
ranizing the first Sabbath school in -
ihe congregation. _

“In July 1874 the Rev.
3oyd was installed pastor,

nuch earnest and faithful léubcr he
va.s releaaed in Decembel 1887, Hlﬁ

| Walton, N Y., Qctober 1‘7 1896

“after & pastorate” of nearly 27|
iyears, Mr. Walisce was- released.|;
from the sobgregatioh in May 1867.

" At present “the board of deacons!
is composed of J. 8, Finley, J. 'W.;

(5. Cathears, R. A. Matthews, R, G
Lyons snd W. 0. Finley..

The membus ‘of session ‘are Thos. o
Finley, Hugh Matthews, W. 8. Wil-) -

son, John Marshall and L. . M. Pat-{~
telson ‘e lagt named.is. the effi-

in loving rememberance by the older
L Al-

- {we are mdebted for much of Lhe ma.-
In October 1869 the Rev. Wra. J. 'terial employed in this rsl(etch

He severed his eonnection .
Tha o Bethel cougl eg*mon of whmh

Rev £, A. Crooks is pastor, had  fho
. . Fo Mr. | {Sabbath, May 29, quite .& number of
| minjsters, ¢iders and other friends. At -
the moraing service the psain was ex-
- plained by Bev. P, P. Boyd a.nd the
getmon preached by Rev, J.- B, Gil-
~{more. I the sfternoon the BSeTMON.
‘was by Rev. B. M. Sharp, the p&SLOI of |
the copgregation . where . Mz, Crooks
“gpent & large part of his youth and
porly manbood. In thée. eveaing . ‘the
vworous prenchmcr ig frequently re- hotir ordinarily: .occupied by the Young |
fered to by his former pfulshone}_s People’s moeting was occupled by Bev.

P. 1’_.
After

I g .most ingtructiveand inspiring talk on-
t0 the ‘pastorate Pecew er 16 188 ‘ihe work, in China. M. Rnbb dave

and was ordained and msL.ﬂled the, ofgortunity ¢ o ask questions; and in

following May. He 1eswuec1 to a0 gnswer o Lifese gave some yevy yul,
cepb o, call 1o his pregent charge a.t able audmonm mfmmatton The. very

zerpion by ey, Lotis [\iny“l of Hop- Y

His earnest preachmcr and his wise
LmLon, Towa: -

‘and 1ud1cmus management of affairs ;
are still fresh in the - memmy “of
gyery one. - During Mr, Reed’s’ pas:
torate the’ ﬁlst young people 8 gocie-

*Licenfitate Harvay G Pab‘s.ersou a.ndi

1ople, Pa., were-uniied in “marriage a.tr-.f

the ‘bride’s home

' a8 the Wylie hill, near the residencs
sat the present time of Mr. J. R.

- years later. TFor four .or - ive years
t.he congregation qccupied

places _of Worslnp,- some tm]ea in

‘In 1853 the presenh bulldmcr ws.s

ous times. - While putmng in place

This
building which has heen. in use. for
more - Hhiai ﬁft,v years,. is located”
about 2 wile and om:-fourth easl, of
the village of HousLou Tour pas-

|ty was orgamzed ‘Tf has' been &

“other |

coupie left that evenloy for the Lome; _
of the groom’s father, Eider T. W, Lat— B
tersen near Ba,idwm - 1liinois. .

great pleasure to.the people and: to
the present pastor to bave his asmst— :
Hfige at the 1ecenn eommumon ser
vices, E S

B A Gwoks was ordamed _and
installed pastor  August - 10, 1898
and is the present incumbent. : ]

the. following Gabbath: A reception)
‘was given Mr. Pafiérson and wife by
the home family on the following Tnes-

- Tn its -almost three quarters Of 3{\qastor elect of the cougregahon at
ceutury of hlstory tne congrega.tlon Eu,th_}_?mm, chh i
fas passed through some trying ez-|
periences, but has heéen . pleserved .
By- emlglatwu it "has contmbuted
-generously to the membershlp of
ma.ny of our wesiern conarega‘umns
" A noble generation o[ fathers and .
mothers have passed AWAY. Theu‘
place lias been taken by Worthv sona
and daughters. The banner given us .- ;
¢ be; displayed because of Lhe
tmth 7 i still unfurled. '
Among the names of thoqe who |’

) hopdred times OF IﬂOl.b axound the

| |degioated in beptisu

dommunion: table. Hele the c]nl—.
Jdren for half 2 century have been

- thews, leey_s,

are, OF have boen prominently. cou-
nected - with this congm«ratmn are |
the Weirs, Hoastous, Rogers, Mat- |
Donlays (_;a.thcarts,

cient clerk of the session to whom|

pleasure of the presence With them on .

The Rev: R. O Ried’ was c-alled A. L. Robbof our mission ju China in ad oo

fall sexyice of the day ended ‘with .a AL

Miss Christins Lmuenhrmk of” Zehen-‘ SR

by -the Bev. Bedzie. ab
noon May 18, 1904, The newly nmrried L

They| '
L wWere in'attendance at 'ihe communiok i
services at the Old Bethel congregationl

lday evening. Mr. Patterson. is ihej.




